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Autism Spectrum Disorder = ﬁﬁa?&fujﬁ
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Content and Language Integrated Learning = Fﬂﬁﬂ SIBUMUA Slgfgﬁﬁm
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English as an Additional Language = mﬁﬂﬁﬁtgﬁjiﬁﬂfﬂ ﬁﬂUi’gH
Education For All = MIHUTUTNUARHUE

English as a Foreign Language = ﬁ‘lfmﬂﬁﬁtgmfﬂfﬂ fNUITG Y

English Language Learner = aﬁnjsm ﬁﬂﬁﬁtgﬁj

English as a Second Language = mﬁﬂﬁﬁtgﬁﬁfﬂfﬂm§ﬁ

International English Language Testing System = LUﬁ&tﬁ g ﬁﬂﬁﬁtgﬁj
HSINA

International Standard Classification of Education = G AM & t A ay ¥ i
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Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport = {[AaJRHUT wins §kAgp
Massive Open Online Courses = #§ MHUIMUASTHANG IRRNANHSENM
The National Assessment of Educational Progress = M 1) tijﬁfgﬁﬂ fais
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Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development = Hﬁmiﬁj[‘mﬁ
AgunUAURMnRAG ShmiHAlg

Open Educational Resources = §j)RNWEsmsHUTITAGN

Task-Based Language Teaching = mm@jsmmmamiﬁg

Test Of English as a Foreign Language = 101N ﬁﬂﬁﬁtg TN ANUITG &
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia = 11 TiH §1™M U
Hamiuihtaisiagth

The United States Ager‘1cy for International Development = §'@‘r'“1’mi
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Abstract

The doctoral thesis investigated the motivation for learning English among students
enrolled in Takeo Provincial Higher Education institutions. The primary objective was to
gauge the levels of motivation exhibited by students when engaging in English reading
activities. Additionally, the thesis aimed to delve into students' perceptions regarding the
advantages of reading in English and the challenges they encountered.

The doctoral thesis conducted a comprehensive analysis of student motivation and
revealed a noteworthy finding: the majority of students exhibited a higher degree of extrinsic
motivation (reading in English) compared to intrinsic motivation.

Furthermore, the thesis sheds light on several benefits of reading in English as
identified by the students. One of the prominent advantages reported was the enhancement
of language proficiency. Reading in English exposed students to a wide range of vocabulary,
sentence structures, and idiomatic expressions, thereby contributing to their overall
language development. Additionally, it was observed that reading in English facilitated the
acquisition of cultural knowledge and fostered intercultural understanding among the
students.

Despite the benefits mentioned earlier, the thesis also recognized the presence of
certain difficulties students encounter while reading in English. One of the main challenges
reported was the comprehension of complex texts due to unfamiliar vocabulary and syntax.
Students often struggled to decipher the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases, which
hindered their overall understanding of the content. Additionally, the lack of contextual
knowledge and cultural references posed difficulties in fully grasping the nuances and
deeper meanings conveyed in English texts.

Moreover, the thesis unveiled that those students faced challenges in maintaining
sustained focus and concentration during English reading sessions. Distractions, such as
external environmental factors or internal wandering thoughts, disrupt their reading flow and
impede comprehension. Additionally, the students highlighted difficulties in extracting main
ideas, summarizing information, and making inferences from the texts, indicating the need
for further development of reading comprehension strategies.

In conclusion, the doctoral thesis revealed that students in Takeo Provincial Higher
Education institutions exhibited higher levels of extrinsic motivation when engaging in English
reading activities. The research also identified various benefits associated with reading in
English, including language proficiency development and cultural awareness. However,
students encountered challenges such as vocabulary and comprehension difficulties,

maintaining focus, and extracting key information.
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Summary

Introduction of the Doctoral Dissertation

In this section, the author discusses the introduction of English reading problems faced
by Cambodian higher education students. This indicates that there is a recognized issue
concerning the reading skills of Cambodian students when it comes to English texts. The
author may delve into the reasons behind these difficulties, such as limited exposure to
English outside of the classroom, inadequate resources, or teaching methods that may not
adequately address reading comprehension skills.

Next, the author identifies the research problems related to reading motivation. This
suggests that the author intends to explore the factors that affect Cambodian students'
motivation to read in English, which is crucial for developing proficient reading skills. The
research objectives for the current doctoral thesis are then outlined, and these objectives
likely aim to investigate specific aspects of reading motivation and its impact on English
reading proficiency among Cambodian higher education students.

The scope and limitations of the research are addressed, indicating the boundaries
within which the study will be conducted. This includes specifying the specific population of
Cambodian higher education students that will be the focus of the research and any
constraints in terms of resources, time, or access to participants.

The research methodology is described, which outlines the approach and techniques
that will be used to gather and analyze data. This may include surveys, interviews, or
observations to collect information on reading motivation and proficiency levels. The
significance of the research is also highlighted, indicating the potential contributions it can
make to the field of education and language learning, particularly in the Cambodian context.

Finally, the author explains the structure of the thesis, providing an overview of how
the research will be organized and presented. This typically includes chapters or sections
dedicated to the literature review, research methodology, data analysis, findings, and
conclusions.

Overall, this section sets the stage for the doctoral thesis, highlighting the importance
of addressing English reading problems among Cambodian higher education students,
specifying the research objectives, methodology, and scope, and emphasizing the potential
significance of the research findings for both academia and practical applications in

education.
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Chapter 1

Literature Review of Education and English Study

Education history in Cambodia has undergone significant transformations over the
years. Following the Khmer Rouge regime in the late 1970s, which severely disrupted the
education system, Cambodia has made remarkable strides in rebuilding its educational
infrastructure. The government has prioritized education as a key pillar for national
development, leading to increased access to primary, secondary, and tertiary education
across the country. The establishment of universities and colleges has provided Cambodian
students with diverse opportunities for higher education.

English has emerged as an important language in Cambodia, playing a crucial role in
various sectors such as tourism, business, and international communication. The demand
for English proficiency has grown rapidly, leading to a significant emphasis on English
language education in schools and universities. English is how taught as a core subject in
many educational institutions, and there is a growing number of language centers and
programs that cater to students' English language needs.

Motivation plays a vital role in students' learning outcomes and achievements. In
Cambodia, as in many other countries, fostering students' motivation to learn is a critical
challenge. When it comes to reading motivation, students may face various barriers such as
limited access to reading materials, lack of interest in reading, or competing demands on
their time. However, cultivating reading motivation among university students is of utmost
importance, as it not only enhances their language skills but also broadens their knowledge
and critical thinking abilities.

Recognizing the importance of English for higher education studies, universities in
Cambodia have integrated English language courses into their curriculum. Proficiency in
English is often a prerequisite for admission to many programs. English proficiency enables
students to engage with academic resources, access international literature, and participate
in global academic communities. Moreovet, it opens doors to research collaborations, study
abroad opportunities, and employment prospects both within and outside Cambodia.

To improve reading motivation among university students, several technigues can be
employed. First, providing a diverse range of reading materials that cater to students'
interests and academic needs can foster engagement and curiosity. Creating a supportive
and interactive reading environment where students can discuss and share their thoughts

on the texts can also enhance motivation. Additionally, incorporating technology-based
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learning resources, such as e-books or online reading platforms, can make reading more
accessible and engaging for tech-savvy students.

Furthermore, promoting a positive reading culture within the university through book
clubs, reading competitions, and author visits can ignite students' enthusiasm for reading.
Recognizing and rewarding students' reading achievements can also serve as a powerful
motivator. Finally, involving university faculty and staff in promoting reading and being role
models by sharing their own reading experiences can inspire students to develop a lifelong
love for reading.

In conclusion, Cambodia has made significant strides in rebuilding its education
system, with English language education playing a crucial role in higher education studies.
Fostering reading motivation among university students is essential to enhance their
language skills, knowledge, and critical thinking abilities. By providing diverse reading
materials, creating a supportive environment, utilizing technology, promoting a positive
reading culture, and involving faculty and staff, universities can effectively improve reading

motivation and cultivate a love for reading among their students.
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Chapter 2

English for Higher Education Institutions

English is a globally recognized language that is used in various fields and educational
settings. It serves as a means of communication and a tool for acquiring knowledge in
diverse disciplines. English for different fields refers to the specialized vocabulary,
terminology, and communication skills required in specific professional domains. On the
other hand, English for different educational levels pertains to the language proficiency and
curriculum adapted to meet the learning needs of students at various stages of their
education. Let's explore these aspects in more detail.

In the realm of professional fields, English plays a vital role in facilitating effective
communication among individuals engaged in specific industries. For instance, English for
medical professionals involves learning medical terminology, patient communication skills,
and understanding medical literature. Similarly, English for engineers involves technical
vocabulary, project management communication, and understanding technical documents.

English for different educational levels is tailored to the specific requirements and
abilities of students at various stages of their academic journey. In early education, English
lessons focus on building a strong foundation in basic language skills such as reading,
writing, listening, and speaking. As students progress to higher grades, the curriculum
becomes more comprehensive, incorporating literature analysis, critical thinking, and
advanced writing techniques.

At the tertiary level, English for academic purposes becomes crucial as students delve
into specialized subjects. It involves honing academic reading and writing skills, conducting
research, and presenting findings. Proficiency in academic English enables students to excel
in their chosen disciplines and participate actively in international academic communities.

English for different fields and educational levels often involves the use of authentic
materials, such as textbooks, articles, and multimedia resources, to expose learners to real-
world language usage. This approach helps students develop the necessary language skills
and domain-specific knowledge relevant to their chosen fields or academic pursuits.

In addition to language skills, English for different fields and educational levels also
emphasizes effective communication strategies. This includes developing interpersonal
skills, understanding cultural nuances, and adapting language use to specific professional
or academic contexts. Such training ensures that individuals can communicate confidently

and appropriately in their respective domains.
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English language proficiency exams catering to different fields and educational levels,
such as the TOEFL ( Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS (International English
Language Testing System), are widely recognized and accepted by academic institutions
and employers. These assessments evaluate a candidate's language skills and serve as a
benchmark for measuring their proficiency level.

English for different fields and educational levels is continually evolving to keep pace
with advancements in technology, globalization, and industry-specific requirements.
Language educators and curriculum developers strive to create relevant and engaging
materials that prepare learners for the language demands of their chosen fields and
academic pursuits.

Effective English language education for different fields and educational levels requires
gualified teachers who possess subject-specific knowledge and pedagogical expertise.
These educators design instructional materials, implement engaging teaching
methodologies, and provide valuable feedback to students, ensuring their language
development aligns with their professional or academic goals.

In conclusion, English for different fields and educational levels caters to the specific
language needs of individuals pursuing diverse professional careers or academic paths. By
equipping learners with the necessary language skills, domain-specific knowledge, and
effective communication strategies, English education facilitates their success in their

chosen fields and academic endeavors.
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Chapter 3

Encouraging English Language Study in Takeo Provincial Higher

Education Institutions

In this section, the author discusses the findings derived from a study investigating
students' perceptions of English reading motivation at Takeo provincial higher education
institutions. The results indicated that students exhibited high levels of motivation, with a
greater emphasis on extrinsic factors. This suggests that students were driven by external
rewards or outcomes, such as grades or future employment prospects, rather than an
inherent enjoyment or interest in reading in the English language.

The study further revealed that students recognized the significance of reading in
English, perceiving it as a crucial skill for their academic and professional development.
However, the findings also highlighted the challenges and difficulties associated with English
reading comprehension. This suggests that while students recognized the importance of
reading, they faced obstacles in fully engaging with and comprehending English texts.

To provide a comprehensive analysis, the author compared these findings with
previous research conducted in similar contexts. This comparison allowed for a deeper
understanding of the trends and patterns in students' perceptions of English reading
motivation over time. It provided insights into whether there have been any notable changes
or consistencies in students' motivations and challenges regarding English reading.

By comparing the findings, the author may have identified any shifts in students'
motivations, such as an increased emphasis on extrinsic factors, which could be indicative
of broader societal or educational changes. Additionally, the comparison may have shed light
on the persistent difficulties students face in reading English, highlighting areas where further
support or interventions may be necessary.

Overall, the author's examination of the findings from this study, along with the
comparison to previous research, contributes to the existing body of knowledge on English
reading motivation among Takeo provincial higher education students. It provides valuable
insights into the factors that drive and hinder students' motivation to read in English, aiding
educators and policymakers in designing strategies to enhance English reading skills and

foster intrinsic motivation among students.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

In conclusion, the research findings shed light on the reading motivation of Cambodian
higher education students and present several recommendations for enhancing their English
reading motivation. Firstly, the Ministry of Education should prioritize the integration of
reading motivation strategies into the national curriculum. By emphasizing the importance
of reading and creating engaging reading materials, the ministry can foster a reading culture
among students and motivate them to develop their English reading skills.

Educational institutions play a crucial role in promoting reading motivation. They
should establish well-equipped libraries with a wide range of English reading materials
suitable for different proficiency levels. Additionally, organizing reading clubs or book
discussion groups can provide students with opportunities to share their reading experiences
and encourage a sense of community around reading.

Teachers of English hold the key to cultivating reading motivation in students. Teachers
need to adopt student-centered approaches that cater to individual students' interests and
needs. They can incorporate interactive and communicative activities into their lessons, such
as group discussions, presentations, and debates, which promote critical thinking and
engagement with the text. Furthermore, teachers should provide constructive feedback and
praise to students to encourage their reading efforts and boost their confidence.

To further enhance English reading motivation, it is recommended that teachers
incorporate technology into their teaching practices. Integrating digital resources, such as e-
books, online articles, and educational apps, can make reading more accessible and
appealing to students. Additionally, online platforms can be utilized to create virtual reading
communities where students can connect with peers who share similar reading interests.

To put it briefly, by implementing these recommendations, the Ministry of Education,
educational institutions, and teachers of English can significantly improve Cambodian higher
education students' English reading motivation. Cultivating a love for reading will not only
enhance their English language skills but also broaden their horizons, foster critical thinking,

and empower them to become lifelong learners.
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Some Potential Challenges of Conducting This Doctoral Thesis

Conducting my doctoral thesis presented a myriad of challenges that
significantly impacted the research process and the final outcome. The difficulties I
encountered encompassed various aspects, including time constraints, financial
limitations, and divergent perspectives on the nature of research between my
supervisors and myself. These challenges not only hindered the progression of the
thesis but also necessitated substantial alterations to the content and structure of
the final document.

One of the primary obstacles that impeded the smooth execution of the doctoral
thesis was the pervasive issue of time constraints. Balancing the demands of the
research, data collection, analysis, and the composition of the thesis alongside other
academic and personal commitments proved to be an arduous task. The limited time
available for the completion of the thesis not only exerted considerable pressure but
also curtailed the depth and breadth of the research that could be undertaken,
ultimately impacting the comprehensiveness and richness of the final output.

In addition to time constraints, financial problems posed a significant challenge
throughout the course of the doctoral research. The financial limitations hindered
access to essential resources, such as specialized literature, data collection tools,
and academic conferences, which are integral to conducting high-quality research.
The lack of financial support not only constrained the scope of the study but also
impeded the ability to incorporate diverse perspectives and data sources, thereby
potentially limiting the depth and rigor of the research findings.

Furthermore, discrepancies in the understanding of the research process
between my supervisors and myself constituted a formidable challenge. Divergent
views on the fundamental components of the thesis, such as the approach to the
discussion section, the inclusion of limitations of the study, and suggestions for future
research, led to conflicting expectations and directives. This misalignment of
perspectives necessitated extensive negotiation and compromise, ultimately
resulting in the omission of crucial elements from the thesis, which could have
enriched the scholarly contribution of the research.

The impact of these challenges was particularly pronounced in the final version

of the thesis, where the directives from my supervisors to omit several important



components significantly altered the completeness and scholarly value of the
document. The exclusion of the discussion section, which serves as a critical platform
for the interpretation and contextualization of the research findings, deprived the
thesis of an essential element for fostering scholarly discourse and critical
engagement with the research outcomes. Similarly, the omission of the limitations of
the study undermined the transparency and integrity of the research by failing to
acknowledge the constraints and potential biases inherent in the study. Furthermore,
the exclusion of suggestions for further research curtailed the opportunity to elucidate
avenues for future inquiry, thereby limiting the potential impact and relevance of the
research within the broader academic community.

In conclusion, the difficulties encountered during the course of my doctoral
thesis, including time constraints, financial limitations, and divergent perspectives
with my supervisors, significantly influenced the research process and the final
deliverable. The constraints imposed by these challenges necessitated substantial
compromises and alterations, ultimately impacting the comprehensiveness,

scholarly value, and potential impact of the thesis.
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